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Climate change a threat

By RACHEL TOUNE

TURTLE eggs could risk be-
coming overcooked as the
temperature of sand rises
due to the affects of climate
change.

By 2070 it is predicted the
temperatures of sand in
many areas will be blister-
ing, meaning the eggs will
not be able to survive.

Townsville James Cook
University scientist
Mariana Fuentes and her
colleagues have published a
study of the threats turtles
face due to climate change,
to find out which factors
should be of most concern.

The researchers gathered
studies about the threats
impacting sea turtles and
used expert knowledge to
work out what needs to be
addressed urgently.

“Basically with climate
change it’s not only going to
be one factor affecting
turtles at the one time, like
increasing temperatures or
cyclonic conditions,” Ms
Fuentes said.

“We need to prioritise and
make decisions about which
climatic factor will have the
most impact to the popu-
lation.”

By 2030 the researchers
BRLSY T A ! predicted sea levels rising
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TROUBLE ON THE HORIZON ... JCU turtle researcher Mariana Fuentes and her colleagues have published But, in the longer term,

. Ms Fuentes said increasin
a study about the affects of climate change on turtle eggs. temperature was the mos%

worrying factor when it
came to ensuring turtles
were not affected by climate
change.

“(The eggs) just overcook
and there are no hatchlings
coming out,” she said.

The temperature of the
sand can determine the sex
of turtle eggs, with warmer
conditions resulting in more
females being produced.

Ms Fuentes said when the
temperature was any
hotter, there would be a re-
duction in the number of
hatchlings being born, as
well as deformities.

If the temperature
reaches more than about
33C the eggs will die.

“The main thing is reduc-
ing greenhouse gases, not
only for turtles but for all
flora and fauna,” she said.

She said it was now up to
management authorities,
including the Great Barrier
Reef Marine Park Auth-
ority and the Queensland
Parks and Wildlife Service,
which were recognising the
threats and taking steps to
reduce the impact of climate
change.

“There are things that can
be done but it can vary from
place to place.

“The problem with this
population is they are nest-
ing on remote beaches.”
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SPECIAL OFFER

Residential Mosquito Treatments for only $88
when you book in your pest control or $140 as a

stand alone treatment
(conditions apply). Offer expires: 30/04/2010

Protect your family from mosquitoes
& the threat of DENGUE FEVER

RENTOKIL PEST CONTROL OFFERS SOLUTIONS

“The warm weather and wet season always brings with it an influx of annoying mosquitoes which are known carriers of potentially fatal diseases such as Dengue Fever. They
can also ruin the atmosphere of outdoor entertaining experiences” says Michael Blacklock, Branch Manager of local Townsville pest control provider, Rentokil Pest Control.

“The more Mosquitoes there are, the more chance there is of Dengue Fever spreading. However there are simple steps that every one of us can do to help prevent this
problem from worsening; Remove the potential Mosquitoes breeding areas from around your home and property” he said.

Common breeding grounds are areas where any standing or still water can pool, such as: old tyres, wheelbarrows, uncovered barrels, uncovered buckets — even flower vases
or pots.

“So, take a few minutes to look around and tip out any still water you find. When you do, you’ll be helping reduce the risk to yourself, your children,
your neighbours and our community being exposed to this very real and potentially life-threatening disease” encourages Mr Blacklock.

Rentokil also offers professional low allergenic mosquito control solutions that are safe for humans, pets & your plants.
“The treatment works for up to 8 weeks regardless of weather conditions such as rainstorms or blazing summer heat to protect all outside entertaining and dining areas,

backyards, park and outdoor recreational spaces safely an effectively. With a Rentokil mosquito treatment you can relax and enjoy the summer weather with freedom from
the risks that mosquitoes and other biting insects bring”

LOCAL NUMBER 4779 3666
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Rentokil Service technician undertaking a service

For professional Mosquito Control Rentokil on 1300 RENTOKIL (736 865) or visit Rentokil.com.au

Rentokil

The experts in pest control

Mosquito feeding on latest victim
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