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Hotter drier climate to cramp quokkas and change sex ratio of turtles 
Media briefing

10.15 – 10.45 am Wednesday 19 August
Brisbane Convention Centre, Media room – M9 on the mezzanine level

Scientists studying green sea turtles in the northern Great Barrier Reef expect that, by 2070, under an extreme scenario of climate change, almost all hatchlings from the main nesting grounds will be female. 
Sea turtle sex is determined by nest temperature, not chromosomes, and at temperatures above around 29.5°C, more females are produced. 

Under the same climate scenario, one-third of the turtles’ nesting area is likely to go under water due to rising sea levels. 
Over in south-west Western Australia, the state’s mainland quokkas face a cramped future. If the extreme end of projections for hotter and drier conditions in the region are correct, these small marsupials, which are already largely limited to areas receiving around 1000 mm of rainfall a year, could face a devastating contraction in potential range size by 2070. 
You are invited to attend a media briefing at the Brisbane Convention Centre as part of the 10th International Ecology Congress (INTECOL). The congress theme is ‘Ecology in a Changing Climate - two hemispheres one globe’.
Speakers:
· Mariana Fuentes from James Cook University will talk about the green turtles of the northern Great Barrier Reef and how sand temperature affects their breeding more than rising sea levels.  
· Lesley Gibson from Western Australia’s Department of Environment and Conservation will talk about the future of Western Australia’s quokkas as the state’s south-west gets hotter and drier. 

INTECOL is hosted by the Ecological Society of Australia and the New Zealand Ecological Society. This is the first time the congress is being held in the southern hemisphere. 

Visit www.intecol10.org
Vision opportunities

Images and footage of green sea turtles will be available. 
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